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Theory. Research. Practice. Since the Multi-Institutional Study of Leadership (MSL) was first
administered during the spring of 2006, these three concepts have remained key to the success
and growth of the study. Since that initial data collection, the MSL has been conducted annually
in 2009, 2010, and 2011. With nearly 200 schools having participated and hundreds of
thousands of respondents overall, the MSL has collected the single largest research dataset
documenting student leadership development in higher education.

With this solid base, the MSL research advisory board has committed to a new strategic plan for
the future of this study. This plan has been in the works over the past 12 months, and has been
developed using feedback from past and current participating institutions as well as research
team members, and members of the scientific community at large.

Beginning with the MSL 2012, each year will be designated as a year of “Theory,” “Research,”
or “Practice.” This cycle will begin with 2012 as the fist MSL Research year. The goal of each
year will be as follows:

MSL Research Years (2012/2015/2018): Research years will serve as the data
collection years. Research will include data collection using the primary MSL survey
instrument, but may also include other forms, such as experimental modules, new data
collection methodologies, and other related inquiries. Research will always be based on a
foundation of theory and collected in a manner that will allow for consistent application
to practice.

MSL Practice Years (2013/2016/2019): Practice years will emphasize the practical
application of the research data and analyses. This will include interpretation of the
research results, at a national or local level, and transitioning those results into practice
wherever possible. While no new data collections will take place in Practice Years, the
MSL will support the scientific community and participating schools with assistance in
turning the results into something productive for each cause.

MSL Theory Years (2014/2017/2020): Theory years are where the science hits the
pavement and continues the work of the Practice year by putting what is learned back
into the growing theoretical body of knowledge. While no data collection is undertaken
during a Theory year, the study takes an opportunity to cycle back to the questionnaire
and research design, and consider enhancements/changes that may further the cycle as a
whole.

Given this strategic direction, the MSL wants to make it very clear that the MSL 2012 will be
the last annual data collection. Following the MSL 2012, the next data collection will not take
place until the MSL 2015.



The MSL is currently accepting enrollments for the MSL 2012. If you are interested in enrolling
your school, please go to www.leadershipstudy.net, and click on “Ready to Enroll?”. Schools
may enroll in the study through the month of October.

The MSL also provides opportunities for schools to create and/or form coalitions to further gain
from shared knowledge around this topic. Coalitions reflect groups of institutions (e.g., Catholic
institutions, state systems) that wish to benchmark their data and are afforded additional
resources when they partner to conduct the MSL.

If you have any questions regarding the MSL or related activities, please contact us at:

Address:

Survey Sciences Group, LLC
220 East Huron Street, Suite 440
Ann Arbor, M1 48104

Phone:
Local: (734) 527-2182
Toll-free: (866) 561-3136
Fax: (734) 213-4972
E-mail:

info@leadershipstudy.net
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